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Abstract: In quantitative research, “measurement” is a seemingly
simple but complex process. Some sloppy decisions in the research pro-
cess often lead to misleading conclusions about empirical facts. This pa-

per briefly introduces three research examples, which involve the mea-
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surement of concepts such as “social closure”, “regional income inequali-
ty” and “human development index”. In these examples, the true mean-
ing of the measurement results deviates from the researcher’ s original
. . . (13 . ” . .
measurement intentions , with some “unintended consequence . This arti-
cle argues that measurement itself is a concrete social process that cannot
be understood only from the perspective of abstract concepts and opera-
tionalization. It is only when measurements are considered as concrete so-

cial processes that we can understand measurements thoroughly.
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