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Delimitation Processes of Identity Rights:

A Case Study of Official Vehicles Reform in Public Danwei
GAO Yong YAN Wen—-hua

Abstract: Identity in social practice is not always a fixed, clear—cut, con-
stant attribute. In many contexts, identity is ambiguous, multivocal, and proces-
sual. By examining the processes of official vehicles reform in a public Danwei,
this article analyzes the delimitation of identity rights in Danwei organizations.
In a multi-layer organizational structure, there are conflicts and frictions be-
tween different identity recognition mechanisms, which increase implementation
costs of identity delimitation. Organizations in different positions will struggle
for the rights of identity delimitation. Subordinate organizations can use their
way of identity delimitation to soften financial constraints.

Keywords: identity rights; identity delimitation; recognition mechanism;

Danwei system; public Danwei
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